
Dallastown Area Middle School PTO 
Date | time January 11, 2018 | 6:00pm Meeting called to order by Jennifer Long 

In Attendance 

Heather Allder, Denise Blackwell, Shannon Ebersole, Emily Lauer, Heather Lee, Jennifer Long, Allison 
Manning, Cathy Peters 

Welcome 

Jennifer Long welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Administration Comments 

Denise Blackwell said next year’s budget is being worked on at the moment, and student scheduling for next 
year will begin soon.  A career fair will be held during the last week in January with about ten speakers per 
day.  The eighth graders will do a little bit of prep work for the fair, listen to the speakers, then have some time 
to speak with the presenters. 

Shannon Ebersole noted that the new schedule put in place this year allows for meaningful class time even 
when there are delays. 

Secretary’s Report 

Emily Lauer said the minutes from the November meeting have been posted to the PTO website for review.   A 
motion to approve the minutes was made by Heather Lee and seconded by Shannon Ebersole.  The motion 
carried and the minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Cathy Peters said the PTO has been discussing the need for QuickBooks software, and possibly the purchase of 
a dedicated laptop to be passed from Treasurer to Treasurer.  This can be handled in one of two ways.  The 
software and a laptop can be purchased at an approximate, one-time cost of $400 to $700.  Alternatively, the 
PTO could choose to pay a monthly fee for the online version of Quick Books, currently $7 to $15 per month, to 
be accessed on any Wi-Fi-equipped device.  A motion to move forward with the monthly online version was 
made by Jenn Long and seconded by Allison Manning, the motion was approved.  Ms. Peters will take care of 
getting this set up. 

Committee and Program Updates 

• Spirit Socks 

Ms. Lauer said the PTO has had an inventory of spirit socks for several years now, and interest in them had 
decreased.  The socks were posted to the PTO Facebook page and the Dallastown Parents Facebook page as 
stocking stuffers and an online store was set up.  Over $170 was made in sales, so what is left will likely be 
posted again in March for anyone interested in them for Easter gifts. 
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• Staff Conference Meals / End of Trimester Snacks 

Allison Manning said the upcoming conference snack is falling into place, although there are still a few 
items needed.  The Sign Up Genius is available on the PTO Facebook page and was also sent out in Mr. 
Bumsted’s weekly newsletter.  Ms. Long noted that the teachers requested that the PTO not provide a meal 
this time around, so instead snacks, fruit, baked goods, coffee and drinks will be offered. 

After the last conference meal, when it was discovered that the staff drinks a lot of coffee, Ms. Manning 
generously donated a Keurig machine so the PTO can begin stocking up on Kcups for these events. 

 

• Spring Book Fair 

The Spring BOGO Book Fair is scheduled for April 23-27, 2018.  Ms. Lauer is chairing the Book Fair at the 
Intermediate School the same week, so a chairperson will be needed for this event or it will have to be 
cancelled. 

 

• Box Tops 

A check for $628 has been received from the last Box Tops submission.  The winter collection is currently 
under way. 

 

• CoPTO Update 

Heather Lee said there was a big discussion at today’s Council of PTOs meeting about the elementary 
schools combining their May Days and holding a single event on the DAIS campus.  This would save each 
PTO from having to pay the new rental fees. 

 

• PTO Grant 

The PTO budget includes $500 for grants.  Two grants were received, and the PTO Board will review and 
vote on those submissions after the meeting. 

 

• Fun Day 

Heather Allder said Fun Day planning is in progress, and the date has been tentatively reserved with Three 
Monkeys.  Once a deposit is sent in and the date is firm, Ms. Allder will begin reaching out to the other 
vendors.  As the day approaches requests for volunteers will be sent out.  Ms. Long said one of the art 
teachers in the building reached out to offer her photo booth business at a discounted rate. 

 

• Sweetheart Dance 

Ms. Manning said this event will be held on Saturday, February 3 for K-6 students.  The Education 
Foundation needs parent or high school student volunteers as well as donations of candy.  The flyers will 
be out soon and event information has been posted to Facebook. 
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Upcoming Events 

Conferences – January 16 

GOLD – February 2 

BOLD – February 9 

Public Comments 

No public comments. 

Next Meeting and Adjournment 

Thursday, March 8, at 6:00pm in the Middle School Library 

A motion to adjourn was made by Emily Lauer and seconded by Heather Lee.  The meeting was adjourned at 
6:28 pm. 
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